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N Klaten farmers ward off

pests with aid of scarecrows

SURAKARTA. Central Jovn
{JP}: For farmers, hassest faklane
or a steep dmoge in the prce of
apncultural products s veny
frustrating. Often, just as frus-
trating is the Mimestry af |'"|.I.J'I
e official's st
the farmers use the
they prescnbe: unes
chiorade f

fertilizer amd
pe=tacides. Uswally, the 1cial
uErantees U W farmmers will
prosper if they do what he savs
The [armoers canno! meluse
they are told W do,
h they might kKnow
01 EROEERINT WSS of inormpan T
fertilizers wall tip the boalanee
of soil's chemical properices
While the uncontmdled wse of
pesticides makes ineecks
irmmune 1o chemicals
. It weas out thas eovarommsenial
concemm thatl hundmeds of Lerme-
ers in Konpan village, Klaten
regency, Central Jova. held a
unigue seareerow festival from
Dec. 12 through Dee. 19, People
of all ages enthusiestically par-
ticipated in the event. Every
participant came with an artis-
tic scanecrow, tradibonally used
o scare off birds thal prey of
thetr food emps
Twenty=Lhnee SCAMPCETWS
were presented o o panel of
judges in & soocer Lield before
the scamcmows were paraded
armound the village and installed
im 10 hectares of paddy ficlds
Do the  week, differemt
groups — [armers. vouths and

FivH

By Blartank POeR

fobied (o come up
Fypi el i kT b b g
mosl ol the
seamerorns had |':.|f'|.|-:-|'| thear

e MICRERrs of andi W
s chomucils in SpEmeulivre
The pomenatiee mrmbers

claimid they did not instigale
1the farmers 1o wrile the mes-
saprs bul sawd they weme happy
on neabizing that the [armers
hod environmenuil aawnreness,
sctivists hawe  relenibessly
b campNUETLRE

Thetr festival u..:- imitaated ¥
thie Caire [or the E nx;rr.!:mmﬂ
Group and The Tanng Padi
Froples Cultune Institute, both
s IJ'."|'|||_:‘. akaria

Activists ... thee Two organiza-
thons said the festrval aimed 1o
bootling the farming spant of
wople n Delanggu, which is
"|l.l vn as one of Central Java's
main producers of high-grede
nce, They see thal many 'n':l-
lagers are losing inlerest in
tarming. They hawe begun sell-
ing their land to get money 1o
start other more profitable
budinesues in the cilies

With this festival. through an
arlistic approach, larmers were
encpurped W optimioe the use
of traditional farming tools pro-
duced by thewr fellows in the
neighbonng Kompan village.

45

woll-kmwn for making bems
[Jaane=e clagger)

Sramoroas have Esecome o
form of art highly populs
among farmers. They ane
only good for scaring off @ .
ealing birds but ame also used 1n
.~|.-I.ni|'ll wi Sri. the
i Javanese radition

Fu.' 1x impke.  son
planting. farmers hold
maony ealled nedhuni in which
they pray o Dewd S0 for Tertalbe
pround that will endow a pood
harvest. Then., before harvest-
ing?, farmers will hold a thanks-
gving ritual calbed wsems

A scamcrow 15 made of any
raberial on tl:mf! and placed in
the field when the paddy erops
began to mature, 17 :.u.;ll\ farm-
erswilly :-Im:-:mtﬂ SCATECITWS
in one field, each connectied 1o
the other with thick string. The
end of the string is tied to a
shackle built on a dike. When
birds flies into the field, the
farmers will shake the scare-
cronwes by pulling the string

In additlon to the scamseniws
some farmers also beatl & bam-
boo drum to scare off the birds

Sramrows are also s visual-
ization of “evil spiniks”, which
are the farmess' enemies: like
the brirds and insecls u.h.n..
destrow their crops, the capital-
ists who dictate prices, monop-
olize semis angd  [ertilizers
and ocormupl  officials who
drafl pegulations that do not
benefil farmers




